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Greetings from Tropical
North Queensland

Happy New Year ... and welcome to our 2008
Newsletter bringing you up to date with
happenings at Wilderness Challenge.

2007 was a record-breaking year with all our
extended safari products out-performing a very
good 2006. Simply put, we shared the
wondrous Tropical Savannahs of northern
Australia with more people than ever before.
Of course most had joined us for their first time
but many others chose to return to travel with
us on new journeys of discovery in our vast and
amazing Adventureland. (see story page 2)

A new and exciting part of 2007 was operating
Jowalbinna Rock Art Safari Camp for our first
season. You may recall some introductory
information in last year’s newsletter and
brochure and you'll find more in this year’s
material. It really was an exciting experience
for the company and also for all those who
visited Jowalbinna, whether they travelled with
Wilderness Challenge, other tour operators or
those that drove themselves. On-site
managers Steve and Stacey and all our staff
who put the show together can take a bow ... a
superb performance for an exceptional result.
(See story Digging Jowalbinna page 3)

Russell again attended “OzTalkNZ” in New
Zealand and Sam joined him at ATE 2007,
both important international tourism trade
shows. At home we attended the east coast
Caravan & Camping Shows with Tom’s mates
Peter Seaward and Colin Driscoll treading the
boards in Brisbane and Melbourne
respectively (see ‘Bloody clever mates’ page 3) while
in Sydney, daughter Saxon represented us and
our regional tourism association. We’'ll be
there again this year with the lolly jar, so drop in
and say hello!

However, Saxon won't be there this year
because she has joined husband Greg in
pursuing a career in real estate. | know many
of our past passengers, suppliers and agents
who have had contact with Saxon over the
years will want to join us in wishing them an
exciting and successful future. Thanks ‘Saccy’
...we’llall miss you heaps.

And, speaking of exciting futures, the
succession of ownership of the company from
Tom & Di to Russell & Samantha (son-in-law &
daughter) is nearing completion. We announced
this intention in our 2006 newsletter and our
succession plan has progressed steadily for
the pasttwo years.

Most of our followers will know that Russ and
Sam have never been far away throughout our
18 years of operation. Although they spent
some 3 years in Sydney in the early 1990's
they stayed involved even during thattime.

Samantha has been our General Manager for
the past eight years and Russell re-joined the
company in 2005 as Director of Marketing.
Russell's resumption follows many years of
involvement on a part-time “family” basis, not
forgetting that Russ and | were the company’s
first guides way back in 1990. For the past 12
years Russ and Sam have represented us at
Australia’s premier tourism trade expo, the
Australian Tourism Exchange (ATE) and they
have developed many important domestic and
international tourism relationships.

The years ahead are full of new challenges for
providers of nature-based adventure tourism
products and Di and | are confident that the
combined experience, energy and new vision
of Russ and Sam will meet those challenges
and steer Wilderness Challenge to an exciting
and successful future.

Di and | take this opportunity to thank our staff,
past and present, for their work, loyalty and
friendship and to congratulate Russell and
Samantha on this significant personal and
company milestone.

It's been a fantastic ride
company ... take care.

... thanks for your
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Some things change, some stay the same ...

Wilderness Challenge is nhow moving into a
new chapter, carrying on the strong
commitment to great experiences in
Australia's amazing north, and moving into
exciting new opportunities at Jowalbinna and
in Cape York in particular.

Tom and Di's vision is alive and well in our
operation, and we thank and applaud them for
their commitment and the guidance they have
given during the past 18 years that we have
worked together.

We promise you that Wilderness Challenge
will go from strength to strength, bringing you
the bestin adventure, discovery and fun.

Let'sgo!
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Scientists agog

Winner of Australia’s premier science award,
the Eureka Prize, Dr John Woinarski, recently
collaborated with three eminent colleagues,
Professor Brendan Mackey, Emeritus
Professor Henry Nix AO and Dr Barry Traill to
produce a comprehensive report on
Australia’s Tropical Savannas.

The Nature of Northern Australia report claims
“This landscape of savanna and rainforest,
rivers and wetlands, is of great
significance. On a global scale, such large
natural areas are now very rare. Northern
Australia stands out as one of the few very
large natural areas remaining on Earth:
alongside such global treasures as the
Amazon rainforests, the boreal conifer
forests of Alaska, and the polar wilderness
of Antarctica.” Greatsignificance indeed!

The report makes fascinating reading and
concludes with good news. Despite us failing
in the past (e.g. salinity, de-forestation etc) and
now having to pay the price of restoring many
degraded environments in Australia “we now
know enough and are wealthy enough, to
not follow the same pathways” in the North
where environments are still largely intact.

In the North “jewels” like Kakadu, the Bungle
Bungles and the Wet Tropics have been

protected. The Nature of Northern Australia
report implores us not to ignore the “crown”,
that is, the entire Tropical Savanna region, the
richness of its floral and faunal bio-diversity
and its indigenous inhabitants.

“Unlike much of southern and eastern
Australia, nature remains in abundance in
the North. Across the north, recreational
activities such as fishing, four-wheel
driving and visiting beautiful country
depend on opportunities provided by
largely intact and natural landscape.”

The landscape must be maintained by
sustainable practices in our pastoral, mining,
fishing and tourism industries. The report
encourages eco-tourism because its on-tour
education enhances community knowledge of
natural values, ecological processes and land
management strategies and can change
attitudes about conservation positively.

Wilderness Challenge is the only tour operator
that routinely crosses the north’s Tropical
Savannahs on scheduled departures and has
done so since 1994. Our guides’ collective
experience and enriched knowledge having
studied and worked in Cape York, the Gulf
Savannah, the Top End and The Kimberley
builds our passengers knowledge, experience
and enjoyment.

“The natural environment of Northern
Australia has undergone extraordinary
changes since humans first arrived. But
every plant and animal species alive today
in the North evolved millions of years ago
and has persisted through the rise and fall
of sea levels, and periodic global warming
and cooling. And, as we are only now
beginning to appreciate, they have
survived for the last 50,000 years in an
intimate relationship with their Indigenous
custodians. Whatwill be our legacy?”

That is an important question and it sounds
like it's up to us and our attitude to support
conservation initiatives in the North and
elsewhere in our great country. What will
definitely help informed debate is knowledge
and a better understanding of the issues
involved.

So come with us to Cape York, the Gulf
Savannah and The Kimberley to see, to
smell and to learn about the jewels, and the
spaces in between ... come with us to learn
about The Nature of Northern Australia.

Acknowledgement:

Quotations are from the report The Nature of Northern
Australia. ANU E Press2007. Available online at:
http://epress.anu.edu.au/nature_na_citation.html

Conservation Action

The Australian Rainforest Foundation is one of
our favourite partners. We have worked with
them for several years conducting tree
planting days in the Daintree Rainforest, and
are now able to include this rewarding activity
in our new 3 Day Rock Art, Rainforest and
Cooktown Safari.

Stopping to plant a tree or two and learn about
the importance of forest regeneration for
cassowary habitat and carbon sequestration is
a special moment in the tour (and the holes
have already been dug!). Our plantings are
well looked after and the nearby trees from our
past guests' efforts are areal inspiration.

For those wanting more conservation action
the tour is also available in a package with a
day regenerating the Barron River with
Conservation Volunteers Australia. This is a
great way to connect more deeply with the
environment.

Please visit our website for more detail on
Wilderness Challenge's conservation and
community activities, and join us in protecting
some precious parts of tropical Australia.

aggtracz'nj {ennecfy

Edmund Beasley Court Kennedy's 1848
expedition to Cape York ranks among
Australia’s most tragic with the loss of 10 lives,
Kennedy's among them. Only William Carron,
William Goddard and Jackey Jackey,
Kennedy's faithful Aboriginal tracker and
friend survived to tell the tale. Our 2008 safari
retracing Kennedy's route marks the 160th
anniversary of the ill-fated expedition.

Our last newsletter reported that Major Tim
Daniel, friend and past Wilderness Challenge
guide, had contacted Richard Boyle (Great
Grandnephew of Kennedy) and Tony Pryce (Great
Grandson of William Carron). In an amazing piece
of luck our 2007 newsletter found its way to
Patrick Goddard (Great Grandson of William
Goddard). All three are to join us on this great
adventure along with two other descendants of
William Carron, Tony's sister and brother.
Sadly, the only survivor not to be represented
is Jackey Jackey, hero of the expedition.

Plans are underway to visit Camp LXXX at
Weymouth Bay where six of the party died and
the Escape River where Kennedy was
speared. We also hope to visit Albany Island

and the graves of
Thomas Wall and
Charles Niblet, two
of the six who died at
Weymouth Bay.

The safari will start at
Kennedy’'s landing
place, Rockingham
Bay, south of Cairns.
As the days unfold we will visit several actual
campsites and walk some distance between
them to try to capture the emotion of their
journey. Readings from William Carron’s
journal and Edgar Beale’s account “Kennedy
of Cape York” along with historic treasures
supplied by today’s descendants and
Sydney’s Mitchell Library will add poignant
elements to this very special adventure.

This unique, once only, opportunity departs in
October 2008. If you want to join us you must
call oremail urgently to book your seat.

FREECALL 1800 354 486 or email to
info@wilderness-challenge.com.au
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Digging Jowalbinna 8§

Our guides and staff have been enthralled by
the rock art we've seen at Jowalbinna, and we
are notthe firstto fall under its spell.

The Quinkan rock art is world renowned, rated
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as
among the world's top ten bodies of rock art.

Within Quinkan country sits Jowalbinna and
within its small boundary (64sgkm) exists the
highest concentration of rock art sites
anywhere in the whole region.

§ 4 lf\ \/A\f

The rediscovery of art sites in the greater
Quinkan region was led by Percy Trezise
following a chance sighting by road workers. A
bush pilot and artist, Percy and his sons,
Matthew and Stephen, and Aboriginal friends
explored the escarpments here from the
1960's until the late 1990's. Percy recorded
those days in his book “Dream Road - a
journey of discovery” which includes his
settling at and the naming of Jowalbinna -
“After the dry hills it seemed like paradise, and
| thought it the most beautiful part of Cape York
Peninsula | had seen. We decided to call it
Jowalbinna, the Aboriginal name for the
towering red bluff that marked its north-
eastern corner.”

In subsequent years Percy invited numerous
experts to research these incredible art sites.
The most comprehensive study was
conducted by Professor Mike Morwood. From
1989to 1991 Professor Morwood and his team
studied several “Quinkan” sites, including
Jowalbinna’s Yam Camp. He was later lauded
for his work leading the scientific team which
excavated Flores in Indonesia to discover the
remains of the tiny hominid dubbed “The
Hobbit”, Homo floresiensis.

The Quinkan study examined the region's
environmental and cultural past, and
concluded that living conditions changed
significantly over time. When first occupied

over 37,000 years ago the climate was wetter
and cooler. During the last Ice Age (25-15,000
years ago) the sea level was 150 metres lower,
and the coast 60 kilometres further east than it
is today. This was a time of reduced rainfall,
strong winds and lower temperatures.

As the Earth re-warmed the sea level reached
its peak, about 6,000 years ago, and has
receded only about one metre since. This
stability fostered a rich estuarine environment
with more food resources. Consequently the
population grew, the culture became more
diverse, and the rock art became more prolific.

There was extensive population movement for
marriage, ceremony, trade and warfare during
dry seasons but during ‘the wet’ clans receded
to rock shelters which became centres for
toolmaking, storytelling and art creation .

The depth and continuity of Aboriginal culture
at Jowalbinna is awe-inspiring. Itis a deep and
humbling experience to sit on a well worn rock
in a natural sandstone shelter and gaze at art
that predates the Egyptian pyramids, writing
and even agriculture.

Our Cape York camping and accommodated
safaris stay overnight at Jowalbinna and
include a guided walk to rock art sites. We
also operate a 3 day safari to Jowalbinna
which includes the Daintree and Cooktown.

You can also visit by driving yourself. This may
appeal if you want to be independent and
spend more time at Jowalbinna. Perhaps
you're seeking a family bonding activity or
simply want to add a different dimension to
your Cairns or Port Douglas based holiday.
You'll need a 4WD vehicle, 2 or 3 days and a
yearning for some great outdoor adventure ...
inavery special place.

www.jowalbinna.com.au
www.wilderness-challenge.com.au
or FREECALL 1800 354 486

Cairns based 4WD hire companies:
BRITZ: 0740322611 0r 1800331454
METEOR: 0740352505 or 1300 306 809
SARGENT: 0740323094 or 1800077 353

00dy clever mates!

The book arrived just after Christmas. | had
known of “its coming” for at least 5 years but
that didn’t dilute the delightin reading it and the
flyleaf note, which I would like to share: “Tomy
good mate Tom, ‘My Fire’ is about the passion
that burns inside me for this great country of
ours. It was you who lit the flames all those
years ago mate, and for that | thank you.”

The poems of ‘My Fire’ describe Col's life as a
boy in country Victoria and his experiences
travelling this great country of ours with Jenny,
and some part with Peter & Kaye Seaward,
following four earlier Wilderness Challenge
safaris, three with
Tom. The Foreword
is by Peter, and so
is the cover picture -
a water colour
which Peter named
“Smoko”. Col’s
reply was a classic
outback poem.

The book contains
poems which
earned Colin 3rd
place in the
inaugural Rusty Nail
Bush Poetry Competition at Wedderburn and
a Finalistin the Bush Poetry Championships at
the 2002 Tamworth Festival.

As a postscript, Col later guided in Kakadu,
The Kimberley and at Uluru. Last year Col
guided our Gulf & Kakadu “Drover”
Accommodated Safari from Cairns to Darwin.
Who knows, he may return to share some of
his poetry and special experiences with
Wilderness Challenge passengers again.

If you would like a copy of Colin’s book, only
$18.00 +$2.00 postage, you can email him at:

outnaboutoz@netconnect.com.au
His email address says it all!

Daintree Tour changes

In October 2007 we ceased operating our
Daintree, Cape Tribulation and Mossman
Gorge Day Tour. After 11 years of great times
for our passengers and guides we decided to
focus our attention and resources on our
particular operational expertise - multi-day
camping and accommodated safaris.

However, we still have the knowledge and
passion for this wondrous corner of the natural
world and we will continue to operate private
charters to the Daintree region for couples,
families and groups. We have many innovative
activities from which to choose including
wildlife viewing and conservation
contributions. Please call us if you'd like an
exclusive rainforest experience with a special
Wilderness Challenge twist.

This gives me the opportunity to thank Daniel
Piat who was one of our day-tour guides for
the past 11 years. Amodel of reliability, | can’t
recall him missing a single gig. Thanks Daniel,
we wish you a wonderful retirement and, oh
yes ... see you on the golf course!
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